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best Practices in blended 
Courses at a Community 
College
Co-authored by Kim Manning, Ph.D. and Katherine Emmons, Ph.D.
Due to the length of the original article submission, this article has been 
abridged for publication.  To obtain a copy of the entire article please contact 
the author directly.

































































































Student contact with and feedback 
from the instructor can help build 
motivation and student success.
Collaboration among students and 
the instructor helps students de-
velop higher order thinking skills, 
critically reflect on topics and 
apply their newly acquired knowl-
edge and meaning to real life.
Delphi.study.findings.
(best.practice.ranking)
Provide prompt feedback to 
students on performance, ques-
tions, and concerns (6)
Foster critical thinking and 
higher order thinking (1)
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Martyn.(2003)
Blended.instruction
Active learning is tied to construc-
tivism. Use online group discus-
sions to help students engage in 
deeper reflection. Students are 
actively engaged in authentic and 
interactive learning experiences.
Feedback through asynchronous 
methods: self-assessments, online 
assessments, e-mail for contacting 
a student privately, graded discus-
sion board forums or threads, and 
instructor feedback on assign-
ments submitted online.
Blended courses provide flexible 
and alternative learning environ-
ments for those who have other 
life demands. Maximize the time 
that students have to complete 
their course work outside of the 
face-to-face environment in the 
online venue.
Set the tone and pace for courses. 
Instructors inform students of 
what is expected of them in the 
face-to-face and online learning 
environments. Use a well-devel-
oped pacing schedule with all 
course objectives, activities, and 
assessments.
Expand the possibilities for all 
students in the blended learn-
ing environment to have time for 
reflection before providing re-
sponses; thereby becoming equal 













Create online activities for stu-
dent interaction with content (3)
Provide opportunities for stu-
dents to be actively involved in 
the learning process (4)
Foster student engagement with 
assignments, readings, and exam 
preparation (5)
Provide prompt feedback to 
students on performance, ques-
tions, and concerns (6)
Provide opportunities for stu-
dents to be actively involved in 
the learning process (4)
Foster student engagement with 
assignments, readings, and exam 
preparation (5)
Provide course guidelines; fac-
ulty expectations; course infor-
mation; faculty information; and 
FAQs (2)
Provide opportunities for stu-
dents to be actively involved in 
the learning process (4)
Table.1..Delphi.Study.Findings.of.Best.Practices.Compared.against.Literature.(continued)
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Lessons for Community College Leaders 
in the development of a Cooperative
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College student social networking: 
Its Importance and its Issues
By Jean A. Wihbey, Ph.D.
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